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QUIZ on Thesis requirements

1. Which of the following types of thesis projects are acceptable?

a. Analytic study, such as case control or cohort

b. Case study

c. Descriptive study, such as qualitative or quantitative study of the magnitude of a problem

d. Experiment

e. Group project

f. Literature review

g. Maps for health walks

h. Policy analysis

i. Practicum expansion

j. Program evaluation

k. Program evaluation design, not the actual evaluation

l. Scripts for health promotion radio spots

2. What is the minimum length of your thesis?

a. 3000 words

b. 5000 words

c. 25 pages

3. Please group each of the following elements into the headers INTRODUCTION, METHODS, RESULTS, DISCUSSION, and CONCLUSION

a. Analysis plan: hypothesis, key variables, sample size, statistical tests

b. Characteristics of the study sample (number recruited, response rate)

c. Conceptual model

d. Data collection: source of data, protocols, data quality assurance steps

e. How your findings compare with previous work

f. Implications of findings for policy, theory, practice or future research

g. Intervention conducted

h. Literature review

i. Problem statement

j. Research questions

k. Study setting

l. Study strengths and limitations

m. Subjects description: source, sampling frame, recruitment, criteria for eligibility

n. Tables of findings

4. How many credits does one take for the thesis work?

5. Across how many quarters can you spread your thesis work?

6. Do your thesis committee members generally expect to be included as authors on your article if you publish your thesis?

7. What’s the minimum grade you can earn on your thesis for credit?

8. What is the minimum number of thesis committee members you can have?

9. What is the maximum number of thesis committee members you can have?

10. Your thesis committee chair must be:

a. A member of the Department of Global Health faculty

b. A member of the Department of Health Services faculty

c. A member of the Department of Epidemiology

d. Knowledgeable about your thesis topic

e. A member of the graduate faculty

f. A PhD

11. Which of the following are responsibilities of a thesis committee chair?

a. Guide the student in selecting a project with an appropriate scope.

b. Advise student on the skills necessary for completion of the thesis project.

c. Help identify an appropriate 2nd faculty member for the committee.

d. Help the student negotiate with agencies for thesis opportunities.

e. Help set up a timeline for completion of the various milestones.

f. Require the student to prepare a thesis proposal (i.e. brief overview of problem statement, data collection and proposed analyses), and ensure the other committee member(s) have read and approved it.

g. Read and give feedback on draft chapters within one week.

h. Read and give feedback on draft chapters within two weeks.

i. Advise student on designing the project, preparing the Human Subjects application, collecting and analyzing the data and writing up the thesis. 

j. Monitor the student's progress. 

k. Contact the student if the timeline falls behind and the student seems to be slacking. 

l. Convene and chair meetings of the committee.

m. Be a mediator when conflict arises. 

n. Work with other committee members to achieve consensus on the acceptability of the thesis and to determine an appropriate grade.

o. Sign the Graduation Request (warrant).

p. Grade the thesis.

12. Who signs the human subjects application?

a. The committee chair

b. The department chair

c. The entire thesis committee

d. The staff advisor to the student

13. If a conflict arises on your committee, what can you do?

a. Dismiss one or more committee members

b. Appeal to the chair to make a definitive decision

c. Keep working towards consensus

14. Who is responsible for convening committee meetings?

15. How does the faculty member receive compensation for supervising a thesis?

16. Which of the following are student responsibilities?

a. Complete human subjects applications

b. Establish a timeline

c. Format the thesis according to grad school rules

d. Keep the committee amused, entertained and comfortable throughout the process

e. Know the rules

f. Obtain signatures on the final warrant

g. Present findings to department seminar(s)

h. Provide beer for committee meetrings

i. Provide snacks for committee meetings

j. Publish the thesis in a peer-reviewed journal

k. Resolve disputes between committee members

l. Select appropriate committee members

m. Set meetings of the committee

n. Take initiative for communicating with committee members

o. Write the thesis proposal

17. When should you organize your thesis committee?

a. Winter quarter, first year

b. Spring quarter, first year

c. Summer quarter between first and second year

d. Fall of second year

e. You’re already late

18. By when should you finish your thesis proposal?

a. Winter quarter, first year

b. Spring quarter, first year

c. Summer quarter between first and second year

d. Fall of second year

e. You’re already late

f. After you form your committee

g. Before you form your committee

19. How important is it that your two committee members like each other?

a. Are you kidding me?  There are faculty who don’t like each other?

b. All faculty are adults and can work together even if they don’t like each other.

c. How hard do you want to make your life?

20. Are you generally expected to have your first-year advisor as a member of your thesis committee?

a. Yes 

b. No

c. Why?

21. Please put the following steps in order:

a. Analyze your data

b. Avoid burn out, keep plugging along

c. Choose a journal for publication

d. Collect data

e. Decide what your intervention will be, if any

f. Do a literature review

g. Determine data storage procedures

h. Draft your data collection instruments; establish independent and dependent variables (which variables will answer your research questions?)

i. Enter data, with strict quality controls

j. Establish a data entry plan

k. Establish sampling frame

l. Establish themes from qualitative data

m. Establish your research questions

n. Form a committee

o. Get excited

p. Get ideas

q. Learn about the formatting requirements of the grad school

r. Obtain human subjects approval from both countries

s. Prepare a data dictionary for quantitative data

t. Prepare a data analysis plan

u. Prepare an End Note file

v. Prepare dummy tables for your data

w. Refine your data collection instruments; submit a modification to human subjects

x. Test your data collection instruments

y. Write a proposal

z. Write consent forms

aa. Write your conclusions

ab. Write your consent forms

ac. Write your findings

ad. Write your introduction, do more literature review

ae. Write your methods section

af. Write your subject recruitment materials

ag. Submit for publication

22. When do you submit your thesis to the graduate school?

a. Submit an unbound, unsigned copy for a preliminary check any time in the quarter you wish to graduate UNTIL the last Wednesday of instruction

b. Submit your final thesis by 5 pm on the Friday of finals week

c. Yeah, but you can pay a late fee and submit up till 5 pm on the Friday of the fourth week of the quarter

d. Whenever you get tired of paying tuition and are ready to graduate

23. What typeface do you need to use in your thesis?

a. Any that is simple, reproduces clearly and is easily read

b. Times New Roman

c. Arial

24. Can you write your thesis in a language other than English?

a. Yes

b. No

25. What margin size should you use?

a. 1.5 inches on the bound side

b. 1 inch on the top and bottom

c. 1.5 inches all around

26. Should it be double-spaced?

a. Doesn’t matter

b. Yes

c. No

27. What constitutes a 4.0 grade on your thesis?

a. Work is thorough, well-reasoned, methodologically sophisticated, and well-written. Work is of good professional quality, shows an incisive understanding of public health-related issues and demonstrates clear recognition of appropriate analytical approaches to address health problems and questions. Is of sufficient quality as to be publishable in a peer-reviewed journal with relatively minor modification.

b. Strong thesis work for a graduate student. Work at this level shows some signs of creativity, is thorough and well-reasoned, indicates strong understanding of appropriate methodological or analytical approaches, and demonstrates clear recognition and good understanding of salient public health-related issues and problems. It is potentially publishable in a peer-reviewed journal with moderate but foreseeable modification.

c. Competent and sound work for a graduate student. Work at this level is well-reasoned and thorough, methodologically sound, but not especially creative or insightful or technically sophisticated. Work shows adequate understanding of public health-related issues and problems, although that understanding may be somewhat incomplete. A thesis with this grade displays neither unusual strength nor exceptional weakness.

d. Adequate work for a graduate student, even though some weaknesses are evident. Work is moderately thorough and well-reasoned, but there is some indication that understanding of the important issues is less than complete and perhaps inadequate in other respects as well. Methodological or analytical approaches used are generally adequate but have one or more significant weaknesses or limitations.

e. Borderline thesis work for a graduate student. Work barely meets the minimal expectations for an acceptable thesis. Understanding of salient issues is weak and methodological or analytical work performed is minimally adequate.
